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Early History of the Filipino Centre Toronto in a Nutshell 
 

By Rosalinda Cerrudo-Javier (In Collaboration with Rodel Ramos) 
 

CHAPTER ONE 
 

Since the early ‘70s, Filipino-Canadian organizations and individuals in the Greater Toronto 
Area (GTA) tried unsuccessfully to build their own managed community centre. A handful of these 
organizations were Silayan Community Centre, Culture Philippines, and San Lorenzo Ruiz. This issue 
was shelved for about a couple of decades. 
 

Towards the end of the millennium, Filipinos were once again inspired with the idea and 
revived the dream. Realizing that a push seemed necessary to jump start the establishment of a 
Toronto Filipino-Canadian community centre, they turned back to the homeland. To no one’s surprise, 
the push came and filtered down from the highest official in the Philippines, President Joseph Estrada, 
to former Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Domingo Siason Jr, down to Undersecretary and former 
Ambassador to Canada, Clemencio Montessa. 
 

To actually bring this GTA project to fruition, the Philippine Ambassador to Canada, Francisco 
Benedicto was directly instructed to oversee and make sure the plan gets off the ground. The ever 
accommodating, soft spoken ambassador not only personally talked to and convinced Filipinos of the 
GTA to roll up their sleeves and help, he initiated and donated from his own pocket $5 000 with the 
hope that like-minded Filipinos of the GTA share their time, efforts, and resources to support the 
project. Sure enough, a handful of like-minded Filipinos immediately donated to the cause. 
 

The seed was planted and the task of “firing up” and inspiring the rest of the Filipino-Canadians 
to join the bandwagon, was laid upon the shoulders of Toronto Consuls Olivia Palala and Sylvia 
Marasigan, and later, by the newly appointed Consul General to Toronto, Susan Castrence. 
 

After several meetings called by the newly arrived Toronto Consul General Susan Castrence, 
208 organizations were asked to nominate the president or chairperson of three different organizations 
in the GTA, and the Philippine Consulate was to decide who will form the core group from those 
whose names were voted the most. Their mandate was to create the organizational structure 
necessary to implement the ESTABLISHMENT OF A FILIPINO-CANADIAN COMMUNITY CENTRE 
IN TORONTO. 
 

The chosen few were: Edgar Adan, Dr. Mario Andres, Jim Ariz, Ed Birondo, Manny Buado, 
Chito Collantes, Julita Corpuz, Rick Falco, Rosalinda Javier, Tessie Jew, Zoraida Locquiao, Cecilia 
Mojica, Alex Parucha, Dr. Francisco Portugal, Ernie Quinit, Ores Ting, Vince Vargas, and Bernadette 
Zaragosa. 
 

For expediency, this original Philippine Consulate General core group agreed and chose 
among themselves temporary or interim officers until a proper election could be held. Dr. Francisco 
Portugal was chosen as the president; Rosalinda Cerrudo-Javier as the vice president; Ores Ting was 
the secretary, and Cecilia Mojica, the treasurer. 
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As the group needed a constitution, Rosalinda Cerrudo-Javier was unanimously chosen to 
chair the constitutional committee with Rodel Ramos as the only member. This constitution was 
approved by the group in its finality. 
 

Meanwhile, there were other groups in the GTA whose aspirations were parallel to that of the 
Philippine Consulate Toronto core group. One was led by Dr. Guillermo de Villa Jr., and the other was 
Kalayaan, whose president was Carlos Padilla. These two groups were invited to join forces, and 
while the first accepted, the latter refused. 
 

With the addition of Dr. de Villa, Wendy Arena, Mann Nacario and Dr. Vicky Santiago, the 
Filipino Centre Toronto (FCT) board of directors swelled up to 22. This newly merged groups sans 
membership, decided among themselves to properly elect their own set of officers and called 
themselves the FCT board of directors. 
 

Along with the additions above, the de Villa secretariat was enshrined as the new FCT 
secretariat composed of Mary Ann San Juan and Rey Ballares, while Evelyn Laraya was appointed 
Executive Coordinator, and upon the recommendation of FCT’s CFO, Edgar Adan, Erlinda Gallardo 
was appointed treasurer. 
 

As a compromise, the constitution of the Philippine Consulate Toronto group was voted in 
while the name Philippine/Filipino Centre Toronto, as filed by the de Villa group was accepted as the 
merged group’s official name. 
 

Several committees were struck to facilitate the fundraising efforts. Few of these committees 
worked out and were embraced by those assigned with open arms. Meanwhile, it seemed that the 
intensity of the workload assigned to the other committees caused the departure of a handful of 
directors of the newly formed organization. 
 

First Set of Officers – Philippine/Filipino Centre Toronto: 
 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Chairman – Dr. Guillermo de Villa Jr. 
Vice Chairman – Tessie Jew 

Secretary – Bernadette Zaragosa 
 

OFFICERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
 

President – Rosalinda Cerrudo-Javier 
Executive Vice President – Dr. Francisco Portugal 

Secretary – Ores Ting 
Chief Financial Officer – Edgar Adan 

Auditor – Cecilia Mojica 
 

  



4395 Sheppard Avenue East                              TEL: (416) 335-0485 

Scarborough, ON                               FAX: (416) 335-0486 

M1S 1T9                                 filipinocentreinfo@gmail.com 

 
 

 

AUGUST 2020 
 

CHAPTER TWO: Events/Activities Leading to the Purchase of the FCT Building 
 

The official launching and the oath-taking of the officers and board of Directors of the newly 
formed FCT took place at the Metro Convention Centre on March 10, 2000. 
 

This was the beginning of the FCT’s hectic fundraising campaign while at the same time, trying 
to gain a foothold of the services and activities badly needed by the Filipino-Canadians in the GTA. 
Also, FCT was seriously making inroads into the consciousness of mainstream and other ethnic 
communities of the GTA, as well as politicians that the FCT had finally cut into the scene and was 
here to stay! 
 

The president, Linda Javier, felt that for FCT to be taken seriously by her own community, FCT 
should have a decent and respectable place for their headquarters to hold their strategic planning, 
meetings, small gatherings, etc. A little office was rented in a strip mall along Wilson Avenue near the 
corner of Bathurst Street which was FCT’s headquarters until December 17, 2002. 
 

Meanwhile, pledges were slowly pouring in and the launching earned the group a little over 
$11 000. Surprisingly enough, when President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo visited Toronto in 2002, she 
directed her financial officer in a speech at the Metro Convention Centre, to give the FCT a cheque for 
$5 000 USD. Needless to say, this generous gesture sparked more interest (and donations) from the 
Filipino-Canadian community of the GTA. 
 

As mentioned earlier on, the intensity in raising funds for the project took a toll on the FCT 
board, as some members of the newly formed board of directors bowed out. Replaced were Rick 
Falco, Cecilia Mojica, Mann Nacario, Ernie Quinit, Ores Ting, and Bernadette Zaragosa by Aida 
D’Orazio, Efren de Villa, Julito Longkines, Linda Taiabjee, Orlando Tavarez and Nobela Tumbokon. 
The latter group was inducted at St. Boniface Church Hall in 2001. 
 

FCT had its logo contest, and two grand raffle initiatives were undertaken. Participating Filipino 
convenience stores in the area were given clear plastic donation boxes. Walkathons and bowling were 
held; dinner dances here and there were advertised and attended. Direct fundraising pleas/campaigns 
were conducted while private ‘whispers for FCT donations’ by board members and supporters to their 
friends and relatives were also happening. 
 

Unfortunately, not too long after the logo contest, two members of the FCT board passed 
away: Tessie Jew and Vince Vargas. They were replaced by Mary Ann San Juan of the FCT 
Secretariat, and Camilla Jones, recommended by Dr. Francisco Portugal. 
 

Meanwhile, the now functioning FCT board of directors were asked to scout for a possible 
place, lot, or building the board should consider to buy/lease or otherwise. Help from politicians was 
sought for possible government buildings that were on the block for purchase, or better still, for 
possible donation to an ethnic group like the Filipinos. As a result, several places/buildings/spaces 
were checked out, and in late spring of 2002, FCT seriously considered a little 2-storey building on 
Parliament Street in downtown Toronto. 
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CHAPTER THREE: Prelude to the Purchase 
 

Armed with more or less $160 000 in the FCT till, the board inspected several Toronto 
locations for a community center in the spring and summer of 2002. The most promising of all was 597 
Parliament Street. 
 

Being in the heart of Toronto, the size of the property in contention was encouraging, however, 
the condition of the property was a little disparaging: garbage was piled high in the little parking lot at 
the back of the property occupying three parking spaces; there were several vacant and unmaintained 
units; cockroaches and mice were all over the place; the biggest area on the ground floor was 
subdivided into little stalls; and only two or three spaces were rented out, leaving a good three-
quarters of the area empty and rotting. These problems, although just the tip of the iceberg, did not 
deter the board from actually seeing the real potential of the building. 
 

Although the property was obviously not cared for, some of its features encouraged the board 
to further investigate. The board felt that the selling/asking price for the property at $1 050 000 was an 
amount they can grapple with, especially with the money they raised so far (about $160 000). 
 

FCT made the offer, however, they almost stopped dead in their tracks upon learning that the 
owner was asking for a $300,000 deposit. Not to mention the fact that at this point, FCT realized there 
were other expenses that go with buying a real estate property: a professionally done 
feasibility/environmental study, land transfer tax, down payment/deposit for utilities, lawyers’ fees, etc. 
However, as the board was resolutely determined, they bit the bullet and proceeded with an offer to 
purchase! 
 

CHAPTER FOUR: The Purchase 
 

In the early fall of 2002, the FCT board heaved a sigh of relief as the owner settled with a $150 
000 deposit, with the understanding that the rest will be paid sometime in December of 2002. 
 

The deadline for the rest of the down payment was not too far off, so FCT worked feverishly to 
secure the remaining amount for the deposit. A meeting with a financier, David Liu (husband of Dr. 
Victoria Santiago), with Linda Javier, Dr. Santiago, and Dr. de Villa was immediately arranged at the 
residence of Dr. Guillermo de Villa Jr. on October 23, 2002. 
 

Unfortunately, death took its ugly toll as Mr. Liu died of a massive heart attack while having 
dinner, an hour before that meeting was to happen. 
 

Once again, the FCT board scrambled to find the necessary amount to complete the deposit, 
as FCT was informed it could lose the rest of the deposit if the remainder was not paid sometime in 
the week of Monday, December 9, 2002. 
 

The deadline was just a few days away, and the board was at the end of its rope thinking 
where to get the rest of the deposit. It really seemed that at this point in time, FCT had no choice but 
to ask their board members to cough up the amount as there were so many heart-wrenching issues if 
the deposit was not paid on time. 
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The FCT board was asked to help, and some of the board members stepped up on the plate 

and delivered! A total of $149 820 was raised from the board members and a friend, with the promise 
they will be paid back within a year’s time. 
 

So, this cockroach and mice-infested building was purchased by the Filipino Centre Toronto in 
the first half of December 2002, and the key was turned over to the FCT board on Tuesday, December 
17, 2002! 
 

The rest is history! 
 


